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A G E N D A 
 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Monday, September 21, 2015 
 

7:00 PM 
 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Roll Call. 
 

4. Announcements, Acknowledgments and Communications and Reports. 
 

5. Adoption of Agenda. 
 

6. Public Participation. 
 

7. Administrative Response to Issues or Questions Raised During Previous 
Meetings. 
 

8. Approval of Minutes. 
 

9. General Business. 
 
9-A - Request City Commission Authorization to Repair Unsafe Sidewalks. 
 
9-B - Approve Purchases and Payment of Invoices. 

 
10. Consent Agenda. 

 
10-A - Second Reading and Adoption of an Amendment to Fireworks Ordinance 
20.640. 
 
10-B - Request from the Mount Clemens Goodfellows to Conduct Charitable 
Solicitations within Public Rights-of-Way on December 11 and 12, 2015. 
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11. City Manager’s Report. 
 
12. Commissioners’ Comments. 

 
13. Adjournment. 
 

The City of Mount Clemens will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the 
meeting/hearing upon one week-notice to the City of Mount Clemens.  
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids should contact the City of 
Mount Clemens by writing or calling the following: 
 

City Clerk’s Office 
One Crocker Boulevard 

Mount Clemens, Michigan  48043 
586.469.6818, Extension 310 

911 - TDD 
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CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 
County of Macomb       September 8, 2015 
State of Michigan       Commission Chambers  
 
A regular meeting of the Mount Clemens City Commission was held on Tuesday, September 8, 
2015, at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 
Building, One Crocker Boulevard, Mount Clemens, Michigan.  Present at this meeting were 
Mayor Barb Dempsey and Commissioners Roger Bunton, Ronald Campbell, Lois Hill, Denise 
Mentzer and Joseph Rheker.  Also in attendance were Steven Brown, City Manager, Michael 
Murray, City Attorney and Lisa Borgacz, City Clerk. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS AND 
REPORTS WERE ADDRESSED, ITEM 4. 
 
THE ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 5. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to approve the agenda 
as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WAS CONDUCTED, ITEM 6. 
 
Commissioner Rheker arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSE TO ISSUES OR QUESTIONS RAISED DURING 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS WERE RECEIVED, ITEM 7. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 8. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to approve the minutes 
of the City Commission Regular meeting of August 17, 2015, as presented.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN AMENDMENT TO FIREWORKS 
ORDINANCE 20.640 WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-A. 
 
Commissioner Mentzer made a motion, supported by Commissioner Rheker, to approve the 
introduction and first reading of a proposed amendment to Fireworks Ordinance 20.640 to add a 
definition for sky lanterns and ban the use of same within the City of Mount Clemens; and to set 
the second reading and adoption for September 21, 2015.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A CHARITABLE GAMING LICENSE 
FOR THE MOUNT CLEMENS BARRACUDA YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM WAS 
CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-B. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to adopt the Local 
Governing Body Resolution for Charitable Gaming Licenses for the Barracuda Youth Football 
program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
September 8, 2015 
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REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE 2015 COLUMBUS DAY PARADE WAS 
CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-C. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Campbell, to approve the 
Columbus Day Parade on Saturday, October 10, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., including the 
closure of North Main Street and South Main Street from Robertson to Market Street.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASES AND THE PAYMENT OF INVOICES WERE 
CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-D. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Campbell, to approve 
purchases and payment of invoices as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
THE CONSENT AGENDA WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 10. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to approve the consent 
agenda as presented: 
 
In Item 10-A, the following appointments were approved: 
 

Junia Querio was reappointed to the Beautification Advisory Committee for a 3-year 
term, which expires June 30, 2018. 
 
Glenn Voorhess was appointed to the Board of Review for a 3-year term, which expires 
January 31, 2019. 
 
Tracy Mitchell was appointed to the Board of Review as an Alternate for a partial term, 
which expires January 31, 2017. 
 
Michael Schichtel was appointed to the Cable TV Commission for a 3-year term, which 
expires December 31, 2018. 
 
David Weber was reappointed to the Construction Board of Appeals for a 3-year term, 
which expires June 30, 2018. 
 
Paul DeMaster was reappointed to the Construction Board of Appeals for a 3-year term, 
which expires June 30, 2018. 
 
Peter Williams was reappointed to the Harbor Commission for a 3-year term, which 
expires December 31, 2018. 
 
Mary Beth Grant was appointed to the Historical Commission for a 3-year term, which 
expires June 30, 2018. 
 
Patrick Rickert was reappointed to the Local Officer’s Compensation Commission for a 
5-year term, which expires June 30, 2020. 
 
Jack Heitchue was reappointed to the Local Officer’s Compensation Commission for a 5-
year term, which expires June 30, 2020. 

September 8, 2015 
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Gerald Innes was reappointed to the Planning Commission for a 3-year term, which 
expires June 30, 2018. 
 
Patricia Marshall was appointed to the Retirement System Board of Trustees for a partial 
term, which expires January 31, 2018. 
 

In Item 10-B, the second reading and adoption of an ordinance authorizing the Rezoning of 
Property located at 269 North Groesbeck and 295 North Groesbeck from MU Multi-Use to GC 
General Commercial, was approved. 

 
In Item 10-C, a request to conduct the 5th Annual Chris Voiers Memorial 5K Walk and Run on 
September 27, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., was approved. 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT WAS GIVEN, ITEM 11. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED, ITEM 12. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Barb Dempsey, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Lisa Borgacz, City Clerk 

September 8, 2015 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – September 21, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-A 
 

 
Request City Commission Authorization to Repair Unsafe Sidewalks 
 
Pursuant to Section 30.103 of the City Code, City Administration is requesting 
authorization to repair the unsafe sidewalks as identified in the attached report.  The 
owners of all listed properties were sent 30-day notices on August 27, 2015, directing 
them to repair the sidewalk flags that had been marked by the City.  This authorization 
will allow the City to repair the sidewalks, if not completed within the 30 days, with the 
costs of repair charged to the property owner. 
  
SUBMITTED BY:   Brian L. Tingley  

Community Development Director 
 
Jeffrey D Wood 
Public Services Director 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Move to authorize and order the Director of Public 

Services to proceed with the repair of those 
sidewalks listed in the attached report, unless such 
repairs are performed by the property owner by 
September 27, 2015. 
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 2015-2016 Sidewalk Repair

NUMBER DIRECTION STREET # OF 4" FLAGS # OF 6" FLAGS
158 Beyne 1
205 Cass 4
93 Lodewyck 4

110 Lodewyck 4
122 Lodewyck 2
25 Miller 2
9 Queen 2

39 Queen 3
151 Robertson 3

183-185 Robertson 4 5
42 Sheridan 3
46 Sheridan 3
12 Smith 6

147 South 5
7 Roseview 3

15 Roseview 3
52 Ellwood 3

251 Elizabeth 3
26 Yeamans 1
28 Yeamans 2
11 Parkview 3

186 North Ave. 3
212 North Ave. 1
69 High 8
46 Clair 3

116 Clair 9
101 Clair 6
190 Riverside 10
222 Riverside 3
248 Riverside 10
78 Riverside 1
13 Fifth 6
38 Lawndale 3

206 Crocker 2
252 Crocker 1
636 Huntington 4

1499 Burlington 1
999 Huntington 4
140 Clinton 6
149 Clinton 1
160 Clinton 11 1
25 Stapleton 2 1
36 Stapleton 3

9/15/2015
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 2015-2016 Sidewalk Repair

NUMBER DIRECTION STREET # OF 4" FLAGS # OF 6" FLAGS
191 Jones 3 3
71 Welts 3

193 Jones 5
54 Lincoln 7
97 Grand 5

185 10Subtotal Flags
 Total Estimated Flags 195

9/15/2015
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – September 21, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-B 
 
 

APPROVE PURCHASES AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES 
 

VENDOR 
(PURCHASES) 

DESCRIPTION FUND/ 
DEPARTMENT/ 
APPROPRIATION 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

AMOUNT CURRENT 
BALANCE 

1.Compass Minerals America, Inc. 
   9900 West 10th Street 
   Suite 600 
   Overland, KS   66210 

2015-2016 
Estimated annual 
Requirement of  
Bulk Salt; 
Seasonal Back-up. 
STATE CONTRACT 

Major Street & 
Trunkline Fund/ 
Winter Maintenance/ 
Road Maintenance 
Materials & Supplies 
 
Local Street & 
Trunkline Fund/ 
Winter Maintenance/ 
Road Maintenance 
Materials & Supplies 

202-44649-782000 
 
 
 
 
 
203-44649-782000 

$58.05/Ton 
For 1,200 
Tons =  
$69,660.00 
 
 
Last year’s 
Price  
$77.15/ton 

$35,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 

$30,000.00 
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VENDOR 
(PURCHASES) 

DESCRIPTION FUND/ 
DEPARTMENT/ 
APPROPRIATION 

ACCOUNT 
 NUMBER 

AMOUNT CURRENT 
BALANCE 

2.SLC Meter, LLC 
   10375 Dixie Highway 
   Davisburg, MI   48350 

On 01/21/14 and  
07/21/14, the 
City Commission  
Awarded a bid to 
SLC as second low 
Bidder due to  
Unsatisfactory 
Performance by low  
Bidder.  At this time, 
We are requesting to 
Extend the agreement 
For another year as 
Their performance has 
Been more than 
Satisfactory.  Their 
Rate has increased to 
$52.00/meter. 

Sewer-Utilities Fund/ 
Transmission/ 
Contractual Services 
 
Water-Utilities Fund/ 
Transmission/ 
Contractual Services 

590-53704-818000 
 
 
 
591-53704-818000 

$20,306.00 
 
 
 

$20,306.00 
 

781 meters 
X $52.00 = 
$40,612.00 

$112,487.37 
 
 
 

$119,515.18 

3.Nickel & Saph, Inc. 
   44 Macomb Place 
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

2015-2016 
Comprehensive 
Liability 
Coverage 

General Fund 
Dial-A-Ride Fund 
Parking Fund 
Sewer Fund 
Water Fund 
Sanitation Fund 
Equipment Fund 
Equipment Fund 

101-85100-928000 
211-29000-928000 
585-54600-928000 
590-53703-928000 
591-53703-928000 
596-52100-928000 
661-44100-927000 
661-44100-928000 
 

$107,078.75 
$8,494.00 
$4,638.98 

$77,173.19 
$77,173.19 
$1,159.75 

$65,118.00 
$10,887.97 

$120,000.00 
$17,000.00 
*$3,650.00 

*$67,340.00 
*$67,340.00 
*$1,000.00 

*$63,755.00 
*$7,943.00 
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VENDOR 
(INVOICES) 

DESCRIPTION FUND/ 
DEPARTMENT/ 
APPROPRIATION 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

AMOUNT CURRENT 
BALANCE 

1.Stark’s Service & Hardware, Inc. 
   328 Cass Avenue 
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

Equipment and 
Supplies purchased 
During the month of 
August, 2015 

Various Various $2,083.62 Various 

2.SEMCOG 
   Southeast Michigan Council 
   of Governments 
   1001 Woodward Avenue 
   Suite 1400 
   Detroit, MI 48226 

Annual Membership 
2015-2016 

General Fund/ 
Community 
Promotions/ 
Memberships and 
Dues 

101-17220-803000 $2,231.00 $3,160.00 

3.Oudbier Instrument Company 
   4064 South Rolling Ridge 
   Wayland, MI 49348 

Check and calibrate 
Flow meters for the  
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and Water Plant 

Sewage-Utilities  
Fund/ 
Operation of Plant/ 
Contractual Services 
 
Water-Utilities Fund/ 
Operation of Plant/ 
Contractual Services 

590-53708-818000 
 
 
 
 
591-53708-818000 

$780.00 
 
 
 
 

$780.00 

$75,586.09 
 
 
 
 

$39,064.82 
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VENDOR 
(INVOICES) 

DESCRIPTION FUND/ 
DEPARTMENT/ 
APPROPRIATION 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

AMOUNT CURRENT 
BALANCE 

4.Kramer & Murray, P.C. 
   Ruggirello, Velardo, 
   Novara, and Ver Beek, P.C. 
   65 Southbound Gratiot 
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

Legal services 
For the month of 
August, 2015 

General Fund/ 
Legal Services/ 
Legal Fees 
 
General Fund/ 
Legal Services/ 
Legal Fees-Labor 
 
Dial-A-Ride Fund/ 
Legal Fees 
 
Sanitation Fund/ 
Legal Fees 

101-26600-826000 
 
 
 
101-26600-826001 
 
 
 
211-29000-826000 
 
 
596-52100-826000 

$9,063.44 
 
 
 

$1,933.94 
 
 
 

$103.06 
 
 

$145.50 

$119,226.94 
 
 
 

*$1,726.25 
 
 
 

* 
 
 

$10,000.00 

 
*Budget amendment to be made at a later date. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Marilyn Dluge, Finance Director/Treasurer 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve purchases and payment of invoices as presented. 
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CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS 
 

Tabulation of sealed bids received and opened on Tuesday, July 23, 2013, for our estimated annual quantity of water meter replacement installations: 
 

BIDDER 5/8” Meter 
(735) 

Register 
Changes 

(262) 
 

¾” Meter 
(7) 

1” Meter 
(7) 

Total 

1.Great Lakes Municipal Services 
   1176 Cassaday 
   Hope, MI   48628 

$22.50 
$16,537.50 

$22.50 
$5,895.00 

$22.50 
$157.50 

$22.50 
$157.50 

$22,747.50 

2.H20 Utility Services 
   2198 North Sycamore Drive 
   Burton, MI 48509 

$30.00 
$22,050.00 

$28.00 
$7,336.00 

$30.00 
$210.00 

$30.00 
$210.00 

$29,806.00 

3.SLC Meter, LLC 
   10375 Dixie Highway 
   Davisburg, MI  48350 

$27.95 
$20,543.25 

$25.99 
$6,809.38 

$27.95 
$195.65 

$27.95 
$195.65 

$27,743.93 

4. Vanguard Utility Service, Inc. 
   1421 West 9th Street 
   Owensboro, KY 42301 

$87.62 
$64,400.70 

$87.62 
$22,956.44 

$87.62 
$613.34 

$87.62 
$613.34 

$88,583.82 

 
Marilyn Dluge 

Finance Director/Treasurer 
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EXPLANATION OF CONSENT AGENDA – September 21, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 10-A 
 

 
Second Reading and Adoption of an Amendment to Fireworks Ordinance 20.640 
 
At its meeting of September 8, 2015, the City Commission approved the introduction and 
first reading of an Amendment to Fireworks Ordinance 20.640 to add a definition for sky 
lanterns and ban the use of same within the City of Mount Clemens. 
 
A summary of the Amendment to the Fireworks Ordinance has been prepared for 
publication as allowed in Charter Section 10.135.  The summary has been prepared as a 
cost savings measure. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Steven M. Brown, City Manager 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve the second reading and adoption of 

Amendment to Fireworks Ordinance 20.640 as 
presented; and approve the ordinance summary for 
publication. 

19



AMENDMENT TO 20.640 - FIREWORKS CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 
eff.  ______________, 2015 
 
Section 20.641 – Sec. 1 DEFINITIONS and Sec. 20.641 – Sec. 3.1 USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS 
PROHIBITED, are hereby amended to read as follows: 

20.641 - Sec. 1  DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

(1) "Act 256" means the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, Act 256 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 
2011, being MCL 28.451, et. seq., as it may be amended from time to time.  

(2) "Consumer fireworks" means that term as defined in Act 256.  

(3) "Firework" or "fireworks" means that term as defined in Act 256.  

(4) "National holiday" means that term as defined in Act 256, to-wit:  

New Year's Day; January 1;  
Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., the third Monday in January;  
George Washington's Birthday, the third Monday in February;  
Memorial Day, the last Monday in May;  
Independence Day, July 4;  
Labor Day, the first Monday in September;  
Columbus Day, the second Monday in October;  
Veteran's Day, November 11;  
Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November; and  
Christmas Day, December 25; and any holidays as may be from time to time added, removed or 
changed under 5 USC Section 6103, or any replacement or amended legislation. 
  

(5) "Retailer" means that term as defined in Act 256.  

(6) "Wholesaler" means that term as defined in Act 256.  

(7) “Sky Lantern” means an unmanned, airborne floating device, which requires a candle or open 
flame which serves as a heat source to cause it to be propelled and lifted into the air. Sky 
lanterns include but are not limited to sky candles, fire balloons and airborne lanterns. 

 

20.643 - Sec. 3.1.   USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS PROHIBITED. 

(A)    No person shall ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks in the City; except this prohibition 
shall not preclude any person from igniting, discharging or using consumer fireworks within the City 
during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m., on the day preceding, the day of, or the day after a national 
holiday, consistent with Act 256, except for New Year's Day, where the same may be ignited, discharged 
or used to 1:00 a.m.  

(B)   Sky Lanterns shall not be ignited, launched, released, discharged or used within the City. 

 

All other provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect on its publication as required by law. 
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INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING:   September 8, 2015 
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:   September 21, 2015 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:    October 1, 2015 
 
       City of Mount Clemens, 

      a Michigan Municipal Corporation 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Barb Dempsey, Mayor 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Lisa Borgacz, City Clerk 
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SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION 
 
Amendment to the Fireworks Ordinance 20.640 
 
The City of Mount Clemens has adopted an amendment to 20.640 Fireworks Ordinance, 
to add a definition for sky lanterns and ban the use of same within the City of Mount 
Clemens. 

 

22



EXPLANATION OF CONSENT AGENDA – September 21, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 10-B 
 
 
Request from the Mount Clemens Goodfellows to Conduct Charitable Solicitations 
within Public Rights-of-Way on December 11 and 12, 2015 
 
The Mount Clemens Goodfellows are seeking permission to conduct their annual 
newspaper sale on December 11, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on December 12, 
2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in support of their “No Child Without A Christmas” 
campaign.  Members of the Goodfellows would be located at the following intersections: 
 

• Cass Avenue and Groesbeck 
• Cass Avenue and NB/SB Gratiot 
• Cass Avenue and Main Street 
• Harrington and SB Gratiot 
• Joy and NB/SB Gratiot 
• Harper and Crocker 

 
Fundraisers would be required to wear reflective vests while soliciting donations within 
the intersections.  A Certificate of Liability insurance naming the City as an additional 
insured will be required as a condition of approval. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Brian L. Tingley 
     Community Development Director 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Move to allow charitable solicitations by the Mount 

Clemens Goodfellows at the specified locations on 
December 11, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
on December 12, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

23
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – September 21, 2015 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor Barb Dempsey and 
  All City Commissioners 
 
FROM: Steven M. Brown, City Manager 
 
DATE: September 17, 2015 
 
RE:  Report from the City Manager’s Office 
 

 
1. Career Opportunities with the City:  City Administration has scheduled several 

interviews for next week (Finance Director/Treasurer candidates) while others 
will follow in relatively short order, based on availability of participants.  We will 
be conducting interviews with a committee-based approach as detailed below: 
 

• Finance Director/Treasurer – City Manager, Finance Director, DPS 
Director 

• Human Resources Director – City Manager, City Clerk, City Attorney 
• Economic Development Specialist – City Manager, Community 

Development Director, DDA Chair 
• Planner – City Manager, Community Development Director 

 
2. State of the City Address:  Mayor Dempsey will be delivering the 2015 State of 

the City Address on Friday, October 9, 2015.  The event is Presented by the 
Macomb County Chamber and is being held at Oakland University - Macomb at 
20 S. Main in Downtown Mount Clemens.  Doors open at 7:30 AM and the 
speech should begin at 8:15 AM. 
 
There is a $25 fee for members of the Macomb County Chamber or a $35 fee for 
non-members. 
 
Anyone interested in attending can contact Danielle Bare of the Macomb County 
Chamber at (586) 493-7600 or register by visiting the City website 
(www.cityofmountclemens.com) and clicking on the registration link in the 
Announcements section of our Home Page. 
 

3. Economic Development Survey/Information:  SEMCOG recently released results 
from a survey of southeast Michigan residents regarding economic development 
in our region.  Here are a few takeaways: 
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• 83 percent feel the economy is better than in 2010 
• Vibrant central cities was the 3rd highest quality of life factor in 

terms of attracting and retaining employees 
• success as a region is dependent on a variety of factors and the 

interaction of those factors is important as well 
 
This information is encouraging since it bolsters the general belief that the 
economy is improving AND it shows that people do understand that central cities 
like Mount Clemens are critically important to the success of the region. 
 

4. Process for Filling Commission Vacancy:  As you know, Commissioner Gary 
Blash submitted his resignation July 27, 2015 and it was accepted by the 
Commission on August 3, 2015.  The timing of the resignation drives the process 
for filling the resulting vacancy.  Please see the following: 
 

• The resignation occurred within 120 days of the next regular City Election 
(11/03/15) 

o City Charter Sec. 10.109 prohibits filling a vacancy by 
appointment if it occurs within 120 days of the next regular City 
Election 

o the Commission cannot fill this vacancy by appointment before the 
11/03/15 regular City Election 

• the intent of the Charter was that candidates would file petitions and run 
for such vacant office at the next regular City Election (11/03/15) 

o many changes in State Election law have occurred since the 
Charter’s adoption 

o MCL 168.644e mandates that nominating petitions for all 
candidates for office shall be filed by “4:00 p.m. on the 15th 
Tuesday prior to the odd – year election.” 

o this deadline for the 11/03/15 election passed on 07/21/15 and the 
resignation was not received until 07/27/15 

o petitions to fill this vacancy would not meet the foregoing state 
requirement in order to be on the ballot for the November 3, 2015 
election 

Therefore, neither the Commission nor would be candidates can act before the 
11/03/15 election.  After the 11/03/15 election, the Commission can fill the 
vacancy by appointment since the next regular City Election (11/07/17) will be 
more than 120 days away.  The filling of the vacancy by appointment would 
require a majority vote of the remaining Commission members within 60 days. 
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