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A G E N D A 
 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Monday, August 17, 2015 
 

7:00 PM 
 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Roll Call. 
 

4. Announcements, Acknowledgments and Communications and Reports. 
 

5. Adoption of Agenda. 
 

6. Public Participation. 
 

7. Administrative Response to Issues or Questions Raised During Previous 
Meetings. 
 

8. Approval of Minutes. 
 

9. General Business. 
 
9-A - Introduction and First Reading of an Ordinance Authorizing the Rezoning 
of Property Located at 269 North Groesbeck and 295 North Groesbeck from MU 
Multi-Use to GC General Commercial. 
 
9-B - Approval of the FY 2016 Purchase of Service (POS) Operating Agreement 
Between Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation and the City 
of Mount Clemens for the Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride. 
 
9-C - Adoption of a Resolution Supporting House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015. 
 
9-D - Approve Purchases and Payment of Invoices. 
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10. Consent Agenda. 
 
10-A - Request Approval of an Amended 2015 Downtown Development 
Authority Calendar of Events. 
 
10-B - Request Approval of a Resolution Honoring Gary Blash for His Service on 
the City Commission. 
 
10-C - Request by Church of Living God for Use of the Fountain Stage on 
Sunday, September 13, 2015. 

 
11. City Manager’s Report. 
 
12. Commissioners’ Comments. 

 
13. Executive Session. 

 
13-A – To Discuss Attorney/Client Privileged Correspondence. 
 
13-B – Annual City Manager Performance Evaluation (Executive Session at 
request of City Manager). 
 

14. Adjournment. 
 

The City of Mount Clemens will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the 
meeting/hearing upon one week-notice to the City of Mount Clemens.  
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids should contact the City of 
Mount Clemens by writing or calling the following: 
 

City Clerk’s Office 
One Crocker Boulevard 

Mount Clemens, Michigan  48043 
586.469.6818, Extension 310 

911 - TDD 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 
 
Administrative Response to Issues or Questions Raised During Previous Meetings 
 

1. Maintenance Concerns Regarding Kenneth D. Kirkum Memorial Park 
(formerly known as Wilson Park) 
 
A resident thanked the DPS for improvement work done at this park but 
also raised concerns about weeds and paver issues.  The Department of 
Public Services has addressed these concerns. 
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CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
 
County of Macomb       August 3, 2015 
State of Michigan       Commission Chambers  
 
A regular meeting of the Mount Clemens City Commission was held on Monday, August 3, 
2015, at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 
Building, One Crocker Boulevard, Mount Clemens, Michigan.  Present at this meeting were 
Mayor Barb Dempsey and Commissioners Roger Bunton, Lois Hill, Denise Mentzer and Joseph 
Rheker.  Absent from the meeting were Commissioners Gary Blash and Ronald Campbell.  Also 
in attendance were Steven Brown, City Manager, Michael Murray, City Attorney and Lisa 
Borgacz, City Clerk. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to excuse 
Commissioner Campbell from the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS AND 
REPORTS WERE ADDRESSED, ITEM 4. 
 
THE ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 5. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to approve the agenda 
as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WAS CONDUCTED, ITEM 6. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSE TO ISSUES OR QUESTIONS RAISED DURING 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS WERE RECEIVED, ITEM 7. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 8. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to approve the minutes 
of the City Commission Regular meeting of July 20, 2015, as presented. 
 
The vote on the motion was: 
 
Ayes:  Hill, Rheker, Bunton, Dempsey 
Nays:  Mentzer 
 
The motion passed. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM THE MOUNT 
CLEMENS CITY COMMISSION SUBMITTED BY COMMISSIONER GARY R. 
BLASH WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-A. 
 
Commissioner Rheker made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to accept Gary R. 
Blash’s letter of resignation from the Mount Clemens City Commission effective August 3, 
2015.  The motion passed unanimously. 
August 3, 2015 
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APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF INTENT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
MOUNT CLEMENS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MICHIGAN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION REDEVELOPMENT READY COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-B. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to approve the attached 
resolution supporting participation in the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC) Redevelopment Ready Communities Program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE THE TAX REVERTED PROPERTY 
AT 12 MURDOCK PLACE WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-C. 
 
Commissioner Rheker made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to approve the 
purchase of the tax reverted property at 12 Murdock Place for the approximate price of 
$13,042.08.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
REQUEST TO COMMIT MATCHING FUNDS TOWARDS A MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COASTAL ZONE 
MANAGEMENT GRANT APPLICATION WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-D. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Bunton, to commit up to $5,000 
in matching funds for a Coastal Zone Management grant application to be submitted by the 
Clinton River Watershed Council.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF PURCHASES AND THE PAYMENT OF INVOICES WERE 
CONSIDERED, ITEM 9-E. 
 
Commissioner Hill made a motion, supported by Commissioner Rheker, to approve purchases 
and payment of invoices as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
THE CONSENT AGENDA WAS CONSIDERED, ITEM 10. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to approve the consent 
agenda as presented: 
 
In Item 10-A, the following appointments were approved: 

 
Jacob Femminineo Jr. was reappointed to the Planning Commission for a 3-year 
term, expiring June 30, 2018, was approved. 
 
Robert Leslie was reappointed to the Planning Commission for a 3-year term, 
expiring June 30, 2018, was approved.   
 

In Item 10-B, a request to approve the closure of Lodewyck Street between Church and 
Robertson on August 22, 2015 from 4:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. for a Block Party, was 
approved. 

 
In Item 10-C, a request to hold the 24th Annual Anton Art Center ArtParty on Thursday, 
September 17, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., and allow the closure of Macomb Place 

August 3, 2015 
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between Southbound Gratiot Avenue and Pine Street from 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2015 through 6:00 a.m. on Friday, September 18, 2015, was approved. 

 
In Item 10-D, a request to approve the street closure of North Esplanade between 
Balmoral and Hampton on September 19, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. for a Block 
Party, was approved. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT WAS GIVEN, ITEM 11. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED, ITEM 12. 
 
Commissioner Bunton made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hill, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Barb Dempsey, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Lisa Borgacz, City Clerk 

August 3, 2015 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA –  August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-A 
 

 
Introduction and First Reading of an Ordinance Authorizing the Rezoning of 
Property Located at 269 North Groesbeck and 295 North Groesbeck from MU 
Multi-Use to GC General Commercial 
 
On August 4, 2015, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on a rezoning request 
for property located at 269 and 295 North Groesbeck.  The request would rezone the 
property from MU Multi-Use to GC General Commercial.  The properties are located on 
the west side of Groesbeck Highway, across from the Mount Clemens Community Center 
and athletic fields.  The Master Plan has this property designated as Commercial and 
Office.  The General Commercial zoning would allow for a greater number of 
commercial uses for the site.  The Planning Commission passed a 7-0 motion 
recommending that the City Commission approve this request. 
 
No comments against the proposed rezoning were presented by the public.  One 
neighboring property owner expressed their support. 
 
All related documentation is attached for your review. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Brian L. Tingley 

Community Development Director 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve the introduction and first reading of an 
ordinance authorizing the conditional rezoning of 
269 North Groesbeck and 295 North Groesbeck 
from MU Multi-Use to GC General Commercial. 
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CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS 
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
THE CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS ORDAINS: 
 
ARTICLE 6, Section 15.061 Sec 6.1, ZONING MAP  
 
SEC. 1. That Article 6, Section 15.061, Sec 6.1, of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Mount Clemens, being a 
Zoning Map indicating land use, be, and it hereby is, amended to rezone those certain parcels of land below 
described: 
 
Premises in the City of Mount Clemens, County of Macomb, State of Michigan: 
 

The rezoning of 269 N. Groesbeck (05-11-10-279-012) and 295 N. Groesbeck (05-11-10-279-006) from 
MU Multi-Use District to GC General Commercial District.  Said property is more particularly 
described as:  
 
ASSESSORS PLAT NO. 41 LOTS 7, 8 & 9. 

 
SEC. 2. That Article 6, Section 15.061 Sec 6.1, be, and it hereby is, amended to conform to the aforesaid 
zoning, and that the boundaries of the above-described property are hereby designated and zoned as described 
above. 
 
SEC. 3. Except as herein amended, all other provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Mount Clemens, 
including Article 6, Zoning Districts and Zoning Map, shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
SEC. 4. The within Ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after its adoption. 
 
SEC. 5. A copy of this Ordinance may be purchased or inspected at the City Clerk’s Office, One Crocker 
Boulevard, Mount Clemens, Michigan, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
 
Introduction and First Reading: August 17, 2015  
Second Reading and Adoption: September 8, 2015 
Effective Date:   September 18, 2015 
 

   
 

THE CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS, 
          A Michigan Municipal Corporation 

 
By____________________________ 

           Barb Dempsey, Mayor 
 

By____________________________ 
           Lisa Borgacz, City Clerk 
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One Crocker Boulevard• Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043

Phone: 586-469.6818 • Fax: 586-469-6818
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE – AUGUST 4, 2015 

REPORT DATE:  7/28/2015 

FILE NO:  V150335 

AGENDA ITEM:  VI(1)  

ASSIGNED STAFF: Brian Tingley, Community Development Director 

APPLICANT:  S & R Creations, Inc. 

ADDRESS:  269 & 295 N. Groesbeck 

ZONING:  M-U Multi Use 

REQUEST TYPE:  Zoning Map Amendment 

REQUESTING:  Rezoning from MU Multi-Use to GC General Commercial 

ATTACHED ITEMS: 

• Site Plan Review Application – File No. V15035 
• Future Land Use Map 

 
OVERVIEW 
The applicant is proposing to rezone two parcels of land from MU Multi-Use to GC General Commercial.  The two parcels 
are under common ownership and contain a commercial building across a shared property line.  The two parcels are 269 
N. Groesbeck (1.093 acres) and 295 N. Groesbeck (0.872 acres) with a combined 1.965 acres.   

The parcels are located on the west side of Groesbeck Highway, across from the City baseball fields. 

The Master Plan has the subject area designated as “Commercial and Office”.  The Master Plan identifies both the Multi-
Use and General Commercial Zoning Districts as being compatible with this designation. 

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USES 
North: Multi Use Zoning – Apartment Complex/Automobile Services 
East: Multi Use Zoning – Athletic Fields 
South: Multi Use/General Commercial Zoning – Commercial/Restaurant  
West: Multi Use Zoning – Automobile Services/Single Family Residential 
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File No. V150335–Rezoning   269 & 295 N. Groesbeck 
Zoning Map Amendment  Multi Use to General Commercial  

2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Parcels Outlined in Red 

11

scardaris
Rectangle



File No. V150335–Rezoning   269 & 295 N. Groesbeck 
Zoning Map Amendment  Multi Use to General Commercial  

3 

 
STAFF COMMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

1. The property contains a large commercial structure. 
2. The property has frontage along a major State Highway. 
3. Classification of the property as General Commercial is in line with the Future Land Use designation and similar 

to surrounding land uses. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  We recommend that the Planning Commission pass 
a motion recommending that the City Commission approve the rezoning of 269 and 295 N. Groesbeck from MU Multi 
Use to GC General Commercial, File No. V150335. 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-B 
 
 

Approval of the FY 2016 Purchase of Service (POS) Operating Agreement Between 
Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) and the City 
of Mount Clemens for the Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride 
 
Attached is the FY 2016 Purchase of Service (POS) contract between SMART and the 
City of Mount Clemens for the Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride.  This contract outlines the 
operating arrangements between SMART and the Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride.  Please 
note that SMART will continue to subsidize the project up to $41,284 in Municipal and 
Community Credits for operating costs. 
 
Exhibit A of this contract reflects the fare increase for “Full Fare” from $2.00 to $3.00, 
“One-way Half-Fare” from $1.00 to $1.50 and “Youth Fare” from $1.50 to $2.00.  Senior 
Citizen fares will not experience a rate increase.  Exhibit B is a summary of the budget.  
There are no changes in the budget from the prior year.  Exhibit C reflects that the City of 
Mount Clemens will be receiving three new buses provided by SMART to replace three 
of the older buses in the fleet. 
 
This contract has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s office as well as the City’s 
insurance carrier. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Jeffrey D. Wood, Public Services Director 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve the FY 2016 Purchase of Service (POS) 

Operating Agreement between Suburban Mobility 
Authority for Regional Transportation and the City 
of Mount Clemens as presented; and to authorize 
the execution of the contract by the appropriate City 
officials. 
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Exhibit   A 

 

SERVICE AREA AND PROGRAM  

 

SERVICE PROGRAM FOR MOUNT CLEMENS DIAL-A-RIDE 

OPERATED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT CLEMENS 

 

For the Period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 

 

 

Definition: Local curb-to-curb transportation between any two points in the 

service area provided on demand-responsive or subscription basis.  

Weekday fixed route service is provided in accordance with the 

schedule attached to Exhibit “A”.  

  

Eligible 

    Users:  

Persons requesting a ride within eligible service area. 

  

Service 

 Level: 

Demand-responsive, advance reservation and subscription service 

is available during regular hours within the service area.  

Passengers are best served by calling sixty (60) minutes prior to 

their desired arrival time. 

 

Drivers will provide curb-to-curb service for all passengers, 

which includes minor physical assistance for packages, etc., or 

minor support for limited impaired passengers when boarding and 

alighting from the vehicle.  Such assistance begins and ends at the 

curb.  If curbs or sidewalks are not at the site, then assistance will 

be to or from a point which, in the judgment of the driver, is 

sufficiently removed from the road and other hazards so as to be 

adequately safe for the affected elderly and/or disabled passenger.  

At no time shall the driver be out of direct sight of the vehicle, 

nor shall the driver go farther than the immediate vicinity of the 

vehicle, nor shall the driver enter a residence or building to assist 

a passenger. 

  

Fare 

Structure: 

For those passengers not sponsored by agency funds, fares are 

determined by the number of fare zones traveled, as follows: 

 

 Number of 

Zones 

1 or 2 

One-Way 

Full-Fare 

 

$3.00 

One-Way 

Half-Fare 

 

$1.50 

 

Youth-Fare 

 

$2.00 

 

 “Elderly” shall mean persons 65 years of age or older.  

“Disabled” shall apply to persons who are mentally, physically, or 

otherwise health-impaired persons who cannot meet the mental 

and/or physical requirements of non-specialized, general public 

transportation.  No charge for children 4 years of age and under 

(all children must be accompanied by an adult).  Fare payment 

may be cash, SMART tickets, or SMART passes.  All transfers 

for full fare riders cost $.25; disabled riders and seniors are free. 
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Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride  

Fiscal Year 2016 Purchase of Service Operating Agreement 

 

 2 

 

Dispatching 

Mode: 

Transportation is initiated by prescheduled service, via a base 

dispatching system. 

  

Standards: Service Delivery will conform to the following standards for 

quality demand-responsive system performance: 

  

 On-Time Arrivals: The arrival time quoted to passengers shall be 

a 15 minute window.  Actual vehicle arrival time shall be within 

this window 94% of the time.  No more than 5% of arrivals shall 

be later than the end of the window; no more than 1% of the 

arrivals shall be prior to the beginning of the window, in which 

case the bus shall wait for the passenger until the early time 

quoted. 

  

 Ride Time:  90% of all trips shall be completed (pick-up to drop-

off) within 30 minutes. 

 Wait Time:  The average wait time for ASAP calls shall not be 

greater than 30 minutes for 90% of such calls. 

  

 Dwell Time:  The minimum dwell time when drivers must wait 

for passengers is as follows: 

      General Public - 1 minute to 

     acknowledge, 1 minute to board 

      Elderly and Handicapped - 1 minute to 

     acknowledge, 2 minutes to board 

      Non-Ambulatory - 1 minute to acknowledge,  

     3 minutes to board 

  

 No Shows:  The percent of “No Shows” to total calls should not 

exceed 5% of total calls on a weekly basis. 

 

Penalties-any rider who has a no show ride will be required to 

pay a no show fee of $1.00 in addition to the normal fare for their 

next ride.  Frequent no shows by a rider will be subject to review 

for suspension of riding privileges for 30 days with additional no 

show activity possibly resulting in permanent suspension. 

  

 Missed Services:  The percent of Actual Vehicle Hours vs. 

Scheduled Vehicle Hours should not be less than 95%. 

  

 Vehicle Appearance:  (a) All vehicles shall appear clean and 

well maintained, both inside and out, at all times.  (b) Proper 

destination signage shall be displayed at all times. 
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Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride  

Fiscal Year 2016 Purchase of Service Operating Agreement 

 

 3 

Vehicle Operators:  (a) Drivers shall be in full uniform and 

conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.  (b) All 

drivers shall score at least an 80% on the Small Bus Rodeo test 

routine.  (c) At any given time, no less than 100% of the driver 

force shall have completed or enrolled in Driver Certification 

procedures. 

  

 These standards are intended to establish reasonable and feasible 

goals for systems performance over the term of this Contract.  

Performance standards are subject to change during the term of 

this Contract. 

  

 Service Hours:  6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

10:00 a.m. to 2:30 on Saturday.  Service will not operate on the 

following days: 

 

  

 New Years Day 

New Years Eve 

Memorial Day 

July 4
th

 

Martin Luther King Day 

Labor Day 

Thanksgiving Day 

 (also the Day after) 

Christmas Day 

Christmas Eve 

  

 Service Area:  Area bounded by the City of Mount Clemens.  

  

 

SYSTEM SIZE AND RESOURCES 

  

Fleet: There are Seven (7) service vehicles.  Six (6) are regularly 

scheduled for revenue service.  One (1) vehicle is held in 

maintenance reserve but may be scheduled for revenue service to 

meet extraordinary demand. 

  

Facilities: 97 Eldredge, Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

  

Maintenance: The majority of work including any road service calls will be 

provided by SMART Macomb staff.  Minor repairs, servicing and 

cleaning will be handled by Mt. Clemens DPW staff. 

  

Operation: City of Mount Clemens 

  

Evaluation: SMART and the City of Mount Clemens 

  

Customer 

Feedback: 

Processed according to procedures outlined in the “SMART 

Community Transit Manual.” 

  

 

 

Standards: 

 

 

SMART 
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Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride  

Fiscal Year 2016 Purchase of Service Operating Agreement 
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Exhibit  B 

 

BUDGET SUMMARY 

 

(A)  SMART shall subsidize the net cost of the PROJECT (Gross cost less all 

revenues, contributions, grants, and subsidies from sources other than 

SMART) up to a maximum subsidy of Forty One Thousand, Two Hundred 

Eighty Four Dollars ($41,284.00) in Municipal Credit ($16,880) and 

Community Credit ($24,404) funds, as outlined in the “Municipal Credit 

and Community Credit Contract for FY 2016.”  Said subsidy shall be paid 

in twelve equal monthly installments over the term of this Contract, less the 

amount of SMART paid expenses including SMART’s Administrative Fee 

of 5% of the Municipal Credit allocation ($844). 
  

(B)  A “Project Budget” will be provided with the “Municipal Credit and 

Community Credit Contract for FY 2016.” 
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Mount Clemens Dial-A-Ride  

Fiscal Year 2016 Purchase of Service Operating Agreement 
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Exhibit C 

 

PROJECT EQUIPMENT PROVIDED BY SMART  

 
VEHICLES: 

 

SMART NO. DESCRIPTION/YEAR/MAKE VEHICLE NO. 

22138 2003 Eldorado Aerotech 1FDXE45F52HB75736 

31020 2011 Eldorado Aerotech 1GB6G5BL5B1149709 

32107 2012 Champion Challenger 1FDFE4FS2CDA90482 

32108 2012 Champion Challenger 1FDFE4FS0CDA90481 

35100 2015 Champion Challenger 1GB6G5BL7F140855 

35101 2015 Champion Challenger 1GB6G5BL9F140789 

35102 2015 Champion Challenger 1GB6G5BL1F140074 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-C 
 
 
Adoption of a Resolution Supporting House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015 
 
Attached is a resolution supporting House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015 which would seek 
to repeal the Fireworks Safety Act and ban the sale and use of consumer fireworks, with 
the exception of fireworks displays that are authorized as part of a permitting process by 
each individual municipality as a function of local control. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Steven M. Brown, City Manager 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Move to adopt the attached resolution supporting 

House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015 as presented. 
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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HOUSE BILLS 4725 and 4726 of 2015 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the following preamble and resolution was offered by Commissioner __________ 
and supported by Commissioner __________ at a meeting of the Mount Clemens City Commission on 
the 17th day of August, 2015. 
 
 Members Present:   
 
 Members Absent:   
 
A. In 2011, the State of Michigan enacted the Fireworks Safety Act, which became effective 

on January 1, 2012. 
 

B. The Act authorizes the retail sale of “consumer fireworks” and prohibits municipalities 
from regulating such sales. 
 

C. The Act authorizes the use of “consumer fireworks” for a minimum of 30 days per year, 
and with the exception of specific overnight hours, prohibits municipalities from 
regulating such use during those 30 days. 
 

D. The Act has had a profound negative impact on the quality of life for many residents of 
the City of Mount Clemens, whose neighborhoods have again this year endured 
additional fireworks-related noise, litter and disturbance of the peace.  This intrusion 
occurs well beyond the 30 days authorized by the Fireworks Safety Act. 
 

E. The Act wholly failed to consider its impact on local police, fire and community relations 
resources, each of which was impacted substantially by the volumes of calls and 
complaints relating to the sales and use of consumer fireworks. 
 

F. The extra work associated with addressing the complaints and calls, as well as the extra 
work associated with preparing and adopting an ordinance to address the many 
extraneous fireworks-related issues that municipalities are still permitted to regulate, cost 
the taxpayers significant sums and amounted to an unfunded mandate for which no 
reimbursement has been forthcoming from the State.  The cumulative statewide cost that 
the State of Michigan has imposed on its municipalities far exceeds any incremental 
revenues generated from the sales of consumer fireworks.  
 

G. In addition to creating extra work for police, fire, planning, code enforcement and legal 
officials, the process established for allowing retail sales also created extensive confusion 
relating to registration and licensing, local and state inspections and monitoring of 
temporary locations for full compliance with the Act’s sales and financial requirements. 
 

H. In its current form, the Act encourages less reputable vendors to take advantage of the 
confusion by establishing temporary sales locations without obtaining a State certificate 
to do so. 
 

I. The Act also encourages less reputable vendors to engage in unlawful sales practices 
because no system is in place to monitor or inspect each vendor’s operations. 
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J. The Act also encourages fraud, because no system is in place to monitor or inspect each 
vendor’s sales and each vendor’s collection and remittance of the mandatory sales taxes 
and safety fund fees. 
 

K. The erosion of local control and home rule authority inflicted by the Act has tied the 
hands of City officials, caused harm to City residents and preempted any reasonable 
regulations that could protect neighborhoods, minimize blight and ensure the public’s 
health, safety and welfare. 
 

L. Beyond question, the Act has diminished the quality of life in the City of Mount Clemens 
and most of the communities in the State of Michigan by trading off the health, safety 
and welfare of residents for the benefit of business who profit from the sale of consumer 
fireworks. The Fireworks Safety Act remains an ill-conceived and an indefensible piece 
of legislation that needs to be repealed. 

 
M. House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015 would, if enacted by the Michigan Legislature and 

the Governor, repeal the Fireworks Safety Act and ban the sale and use of consumer 
fireworks, with the exception of fireworks displays that are authorized as part of a 
permitting process by each individual municipality as a function of local control. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Mount Clemens hereby requests 
that the Michigan Legislature and the Governor enact House Bills 4725 and 4726 of 2015 and urges all 
concerned citizens to participate in the online petition for the repeal of the Fireworks Safety Act, found 
at http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/repeal-the-michigan-firework. 
 

BE IT FURHER RESOLVED that this Resolution, having been adopted by the Mount Clemens 
City Commission, will be made a permanent part of the records of the City of Mount Clemens and signed 
copies will be forwarded to the Governor of the State of Michigan and to the City’s representatives in the 
Michigan House and Senate. 
 
 
Adopted:  August 17, 2015 

 
 
 
      By:  ______________________________________ 
              Barb Dempsey 
              Mayor of Mount Clemens 
 
 
 
      By:  ______________________________________ 
              Lisa Borgacz 
              City Clerk 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 9-D 
 
 

APPROVE PURCHASES AND PAYMENT OF INVOICES 
 

No purchases at this time. 
 
VENDOR 
(INVOICES) 

DESCRIPTION FUND/ 
DEPARTMENT/ 
APPROPRIATION 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

AMOUNT CURRENT 
BALANCE 

1.Stark’s Service & Hardware, Inc. 
   328 Cass Avenue 
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

Miscellaneous  
Equipment and  
Supplies picked  
Up in the month 
Of July, 2015. 

Various Various $1,915.10 Various 

2.Kramer & Murray, P.C. 
   Ruggirello, Velardo,  
   Novara, and Ver Beek, P.C. 
   65 Southbound Gratiot 
   Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

Legal fees for 
The month of  
July, 2015. 

General Fund/ 
Legal Services/ 
Legal Fees 
 
General Fund/ 
Legal Services/ 
Legal Fees-Labor 
 
Water-Utilities Fund/ 
Commercial Activities/ 
Legal Fees 

101-26600-826000 
 
 
 
101-26600-826001 
 
 
 
591-53703-826000 

$10,773.06 
 
 
 

$3,273.75 
 
 
 

$163.69 

$130,000.00 
 
 
 

$5,000.00 
 
 
 

$500.00 

 
SUBMITTED BY:   Marilyn Dluge, Finance Director/Treasurer 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve payment of invoices as presented. 
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EXPLANATION OF CONSENT AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 10-A 
 
 
Request Approval of an Amended 2015 Downtown Development Authority Calendar 
of Events 
 
The Mount Clemens Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 2015 Calendar of Events 
was approved on March 16, 2015, and amended on April 20, 2015 and July 20, 2015.  The 
DDA is now requesting approval of an amended calendar to include a date change for the 
Macomb County Santa Parade from Friday, November 27, 2015 to Saturday, November 
21, 2015. 
 
The change has been highlighted in red and underlined in the attached document. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Michelle Weiss 
     Marketing & Event Coordinator 
     Mount Clemens Downtown Development Authority 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Approve the amended 2015 Calendar of Events for 

Downtown Mount Clemens as presented by the 
Mount Clemens Downtown Development Authority. 
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                              2015 Calendar of Events

Downtown Mount Clemens

Date Event Name Location

May 8-9 Mount Clemens Made in Macomb Place
Michigan Show     includes closure of Macomb Place between North Main and SB Gratiot

     and authorization to erect special signage

May 9 Spring Fun Saturday & Fountain Stage, immediate surrounding area and closure of Macomb Place
Kiwanis Bike Rodeo between North Main and Walnut   

June 3 Nashville in the Neighborhood Macomb Place
Concert includes closure of Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot

and the north entrance to the Macomb Place parking lot

June 5 Bud Light Classic Car NE corner of North Main at Market  
Registration Night & Cruise

June 6 Summer Fun Saturdays Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
    in conjunction with the Mount Clemens Art Fair

June 6 Bud Light Classic Car Show North Main between Cass and Welts and Market Street between Cherry
& Cruise Night and NB Gratiot

Includes closure of Macomb Place between North Main and Walnut

June 10 Nashville in the Neighborhood Macomb Place
Concert includes closure of Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot

and the north entrance to the Macomb Place parking lot

June 26 Independence Day Fireworks Clinton River Park and public streets and sidewalks - streets to include First Street, 
and Riversight and Sound Crocker Boulevard, Cass Avenue, North Main to Market and NB Gratiot to Market.
Concert      Additional street closures, if needed, to ensure public safety and traffic flow.

Rain Date June 27, 2015

July 1 Nashville in the Neighborhood Macomb Place
Concert includes closure of Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot

and the north entrance to the Macomb Place parking lot

July 10 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

July 15 thru Wednesday Farmers Market Roskopp Parking Lot along SB Gratiot and Pine
September 16 Free parking for customers during Market 2pm - 6pm

July 17 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

July 24 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

July 31 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

Aug 5 Nashville in the Neighborhood Macomb Place
Concert includes closure of Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot

and the north entrance to the Macomb Place parking lot

Aug 14 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

Aug 21 Uptown Friday Night Concert Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine

Aug 26 Nashville in the Neighborhood Macomb Place
Concert includes closure of Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot

and the north entrance to the Macomb Place parking lot
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Aug 30 Mount Clemens Cycling Event Roskopp Lot - B

Sept 25-27 Downtown Oktoberfest Macomb Place between Pine and SB Gratiot and the Macomb Place Parking Lot
     by the Anton Art Center.  Closed Thursday PM September 24 for tent set-up.

Oct 24 Halloween Spooktacular Fountain Stage and immediate surrounding area
     includes closing of Macomb Place between North Main and Pine 
and New between Walnut and Cherry

Nov 20 Christmas Open House Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine 
     includes closing of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine  

Nov 21 Macomb County Santa South Main and North Main between Robertson and NB Gratiot  
Parade includes closing of South Main and North Main between above-mentioned streets

Dec 31 Macomb County New Year's North Main between Market and Macomb Place
Eve Gala      includes closing of North Main between Macomb Place and Market 

and Walnut between Macomb Place and New and New between
Walnut and Cherry

Feb 5-7, 2016 Mount Clemens Ice Macomb Place sidewalks, Fountain Stage and Cherry Street Mall 
Carving Show includes closure of Macomb Place between Walnut and Pine
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EXPLANATION OF CONSENT AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 10-B 
 
 
Request Approval of a Resolution Honoring Gary Blash for His Service on the City 
Commission 
 
Gary Blash has served on the City Commission for nearly six years, since 2009. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Steven M. Brown, City Manager 
  
RECOMMENDED MOTION:       Approve resolution honoring Gary Blash for 
                                                            his years of service on the City Commission. 
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EXPLANATION OF CONSENT AGENDA – August 17, 2015 
 

Agenda Item No. 10-C 
 
 
Request by Church of Living God for Use of the Fountain Stage on Sunday, 
September 13, 2015 
 
Church of Living God, located in Clinton Township, is requesting the use of the Fountain 
Stage for a gospel concert on Sunday, September 13, 2015, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
This request would include the use of the electrical outlets, but no road closures. 
  
A Certificate of Liability Insurance naming the City as an additional insured will be 
required prior to the event. 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Brian L. Tingley 

Community Development Director 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: Move to approve the use of the Fountain Stage by 

Church of Living God on September 13, 2015, from 
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
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EXPLANATION OF AGENDA – August 3, 2015 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor Barb Dempsey and 
  All City Commissioners 
 
FROM: Steven M. Brown, City Manager 
 
DATE: August 14, 2015 
 
RE:  Report from the City Manager’s Office 
 

 
1. Website Update: This week, we have worked to correct discrepancies between 

where the pages of the City website display and what the website displayed as the 
“addresses” for the pages.  The discrepancies did not greatly impact the usability 
of our website.  However, these corrections do result in more continuity and a 
more professional construction for the website.  During the course of making 
these corrections, users of the website may have experienced non-working pages 
and broken links for short periods of time. 
 
As mentioned previously, the City is interested in feedback on the new website.  
To further publicize this fact, we have placed an announcement at the top of each 
page of the website requesting feedback.  As covered in the announcement and at 
the prior Commission Meeting, anyone with feedback can contact the City as 
follows: 

 
• by email at sbrown@cityofmountclemens.com 
• by telephone at (586) 469-6818 ext. 7 

 
2. Career Opportunities with the City:  We had previously announced that the City 

had job opportunities we were seeking outside candidates for.  The following 
includes an additional position as well as the original 3 positions covered at the 
last meeting: 
 

• Finance Director/Treasurer (currently expected to close 08/21/15) 
• Human Resources Director (currently expected to close 08/28/15) 
• Economic Development Specialist (currently expected to close 08/28/15) 
• Planner (new opportunity, currently expected to close 08/28/15) 

 
We encourage anyone who is interested to apply.  Also, please pass on the news 
about these exciting opportunities to anyone you know who may be interested.  
The postings can be found on the City website, CareerBuilder, Monster, the 
Michigan Municipal League website as well as many other job search sites.  The 
goal of all of this advertising and posting activity and expense is to attract a large, 
diverse and well-qualified group of applicants for these exciting opportunities to 
work with the City. 
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3. Road Work - Market Street:  Initial work on the mill and cap repaving of Market 
Street from Northbound Gratiot Avenue to North Avenue has started this week.  
We expect activity to begin more in earnest the week of August 17th. 
 

4. Mass Transit Evaluation Process for Macomb County: The Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) continues to hold meetings and otherwise evaluate the 
possibility of providing rapid transit on Gratiot, including through Mount 
Clemens.  Most recently, a bus tour of the possible route was provided on a 
SMART bus.  Participants visited possible station locations throughout Macomb 
County, evaluated pros and cons, discussed other aspects of the project, etc.  
Mount Clemens was the source of a great deal of discussion throughout this event.  
We received a couple handouts covering possible alignments in Mount Clemens 
and proposed station locations and comparing different options for how the transit 
would be provided.  I have provided those handouts by separate cover to the 
Mayor and Commission due to the size of the first handout.  Please provide your 
feedback on the handouts including the notes added by City Administration. 
 
Interested citizens can visit the following section of the RTA website for more 
information on this process: 
 

http://www.rtamichigan.org/best-projects/gratiot-avenue/ 
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